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they melted away before the beam of her prestige, and
she was received everywhere with enthusiastic welcome.

But such a truce could only be temporary, for all the
causes of hostility remained, and even the question of the
Victoria-Alexander marriage was to have a recrudescence.
The animosities between the doctors in charge of the
Emperor grew bitter again. The surgeon, Professor
Bergmann, in changing the canula in the Emperor's
throat through which he breathed, managed this perfectly
simple adjustment with such awkwardness that he caused
him extreme suffering. Mackenzie said that he could
not continue in attendance if Bergmann was allowed to
touch the patient's throat again. Bergmann resigned, and
William showed his sympathy by asking him to dinner.
The German Press resounded with new invectives against
the English doctors, and now the English and French
Press retorted. William, enraged at Bismarck's refusal
to appoint him Regent, began to criticise the Chancellor's
foreign policy. He put ludicrous notes of censure on
the margins of documents sent him only for perusal,
signing them ' William, Crown Prince of the German
Empire and of Prussia,' until the Chancellor asked him
to refrain, for what he wrote had to be registered, and
that was a waste of time. Sometimes the Emperor had
comparatively good days : he went in to Berlin and
was greeted by the crowds, and on May 24, though
scarcely able to stand, he attended the marriage of his
second son Prince Henry to Princess Irene of Hesse, the
daughter of Princess Alice of England, The Second Guards
Infantry Brigade, led by William, marched past him : this
gave him, William recorded, his last great joy on earth.1

But whether he was seen or not seen, his appearance or

1 William II, My Memoirs, p. 20.